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F.B.I. Director Talks 
Of Reagan and Inquiry 


By PHILIP SHENON 


Special to The New York Times 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 4 - The Direc- 
tor of the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, William H. Webster, said today 
that there was ‘‘no indication” that 
President Reagan failed to tell the 
truth about the sale of American weap- 
ons to Iran and the subsequent diver- 
sion of money to Nicaraguan rebel 
groups. 

While noting that he was “not in the 
position to make categorical state- 
ments,” Mr. Webster said there was 
“no indication that it’s any different 
than what the President said.” 

“I’m just going on that basis,” he 
added. 

President Reagan has denied that he 
had any advance knowledge of the 
potentially illegal diversion of as much 
as $30 million to the rebels, known as 
contras, from the sale of arms to Iran. 
Mr. Webster’s comments were made 
at a breakfast meeting with reporters. 

Other Developments 


There were several other develop- 
ments in the case, including these: 

*JA senior Administration official 
confirmed that the Justice Department 
today filed a formal request for ap- 
pointment of a special prosecutor to 
study the Iranian arms shipments. It 
was unclear when a special three-judge 
panel would select a prosecutor, or in- 
dependent counseL 

President Reagan said he would 
allow Cabinet officers to decide tor 
themselves whether to invoke the Fifth 
Amendment right against self-incrimi- 
nation if they are called before Con- 
gress to discuss the hra n c ase. He made 

question aftor twmnr f ^urenber - 
ger. the M innesota Retiu&fican^ Whtrts 
chairman of the intelli gence commit 


tee, said he intended to call Cabinet 
members before his panel. 

flThe new national security adviser, 
Frank C. Carlucci, said he had created 
a 10-member team of outsiders to 
determine “what kinds of changes may 
be appropriate” at the National Se- 
curity Council 

At his meeting with reporters, Mr. 
Webster made his first extended public 
comments on the F.B.I. investigation of 
the arms sale. He confirmed news re- 
ports that he had postponed his retire- 
ment because of the highly sensitive in- 
quiry. 


While declining to discuss details of 
the week-old investigation, he said 
F.B.I, agents would have 1 access to all 
Administration documents in the case ! 
i ncluding highly sensitive files from 
the Central Intelligence Agency ! 


He sought to play down news reports 
indicating strife between the Justice 
Department and the F.B.I. over the 
case, saying he did not “really buy into 
the idea” that the bureau had entered 
the investigation tardily. 

Democratic lawmakers have argued 
that Attorney General Edwin Meese 3d 
should have brought the F.B.I. into the 
.case on Nov. 22 or 23, when evidence 
was uncovered indicating that money 
had been improperly diverted to the 
contras. The F.B.I. formally entered 
the case on Nov. 26. 

“We have not found any evidence to 
date that would suggest that we were 
handicapped” by the delay, Mr. Web- 
ster said. 

He said the F.B.I. had no evidence in- 
dicating that staff members of the Na- 
tional Security Council had destroyed 
documents related to the Iran arms in- 
vestigation before the bureau was 
brought into the case. 

"There’s nothing that indicates that 
during that period of time we lost any- 
thing,” Mr. Webster said. 

In other comments, the F.B.I. direc- 
tor indicated that reports on the bu- 
reau’s investigation of the case would 
probably no longer be circulated in the 
White House. 

In the past, he said, the Justice De- 
partment has “taken the position that 
information about an investigation in- 
volving the White House ought not to be 
disseminated at the White House ab- 
sent some overriding reason.” 

Some law enforcement officials had 
voiced concern that senior White 
House officials who are subjects of the 
investigation might become privy to 
details of F.B.I. strategy in the case. 

To Decide for Themselves 
During a photo session today, Presi- 
dent Reagan was asked if he would ad- 
vise his Cabinet officers to invoke the 
I Fifth Amendment in testimony before 
Congress about the Iran deal. He re- 
plied, “The individuals will have to 
make that decisions for themselves.” 

Two of the President's former aides, 
Vice Adm. John M. Poindexter and 
Lieut Col. Oliver L. North, have cited 
the constitutional privilege against 
self-incrimination in appearances be- 
fore the Senate intelligence committee 
this week. 

Asked if he had considered claiming’' 1 
executive privilege to bar Cabinet offi- 
cers from testifying, Mr. Reagan said 
he “hadn’t given any thought to that” | 
Under executive privilege, advice I 
given to the President is considered' 
private and confidential. 
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